PATENT CLAIMS 



We Claim: 



1 . A method of managing one or more electronic devices comprising the steps of: 



collecting performance data relating to said electronic device; 



storing said performance data on a storage device; 



analyzing said performance data for the purpose of generating a plurality of forecasts 
designed to predict future performance of said electronic device; and, 



selecting a single forecast from said plurality. 



2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the additional steps of: 



assigning a performance threshold value; and 



selecting said single forecast based upon a forecasted date at which said performance data 
will exceed said threshold value. 
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3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the additional step of: 
generating a graphical display of one or more of said forecasts. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said performance data comprises capacity utilization data. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said plurality of forecasts are generated via statistical 
analysis of said performance data. 

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising the additional steps of: 
modeling performance data provided by said selected forecast; and 
adjusting said threshold value based upon the results of said modeling. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising the additional step of: 

subjecting said electronic device to additional analysis utilizing said adjusted threshold. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein said selected forecast comprises the forecast representing an 
acceptable level of performance degradation associated with said electronic device. 
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9. The method of claim 1, wherein said selected forecast comprises the most conservative 
forecast of said plurality of forecasts. 

10. The method of claim 4, wherein said threshold value comprises a capacity utilization 
threshold at which the performance of said electronic device is expected to degrade. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising the additional step of: 
validating said selected forecast. 

12. The method of claim 4, further comprising the additional steps of: 

determining a device type associated with said electronic device being analyzed; and 

adjusting the statistical analysis being applied to said electronic device based upon said 
device type. 

13. A method of managing one or more electronic devices comprising the steps of: 
collecting performance data relating to a plurality of electronic devices; 
storing said performance data upon a storage device; 
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analyzing said performance data for the purpose of generating a plurality of forecasts for 
each electronic device being analyzed, said forecasts being designed to predict the 
future performance of said electronic devices; 

selecting, from said plurality, a single forecast relating to each of said electronic devices; 

combining said single forecasts into a first set of forecasts; and 

utilizing said first set of forecasts, predicting the future performance of said plurality of 
electronic devices operating in combination. 

The method of claim 13, further comprising the additional step of: 

utilizing the predicted future performance of said electronic devices, distributing the overall 
workload across each of said devices. 

The method of claim 13, further comprising the additional steps of: 

collecting anticipated workload fluctuation data relating to said electronic devices; 

storing said data upon said storage device; and 
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analyzing said performance data and said fluctuation data in combination for the purpose 
of predicting future performance of said electronic devices. 



The method of claim 13, further comprising the additional step of: 



sorting said first set of selected forecasts by date. 



The method of claim 13, further comprising the additional step of: 



generating a report of said first set of forecasts, said report providing a best or worst case 
estimate of the future performance of said plurality of devices operating in 
combination. 



A computer system for managing one or more electronic devices comprising: 



a processing unit for: 



collecting performance data relating to said electronic device; 



storing said performance data on a storage device coupled to said processing unit; 
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analyzing said performance data for the purpose of generating a plurality of 
forecasts designed to predict future performance of said electronic device; 
and, 

selecting a single forecast from said plurality. 

1 9. The computer system of claim 1 8, wherein said processing unit is for: 
assigning a performance threshold value; and 

selecting said single forecast based upon a forecasted date at which said performance data 
will exceed said threshold value. 

20. The computer system of claim 1 8, wherein said processing unit is for: 
generating a graphical display of one or more of said forecasts 

21. The computer system of claim 18, wherein said performance data comprises capacity 
utilization data. 

22. The computer system of claim 18, wherein said plurality of forecasts are generated via 
statistical analysis of said performance data. 
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23. The computer system of claim 19, wherein said processing unit is for: 
modeling electronic data provided by said selected forecast; and 

5 

adjusting said threshold value based upon the results of said modeling. 

24. The computer system of claim 23, wherein said processing unit is for: 

10 subjecting said electronic device to additional analysis utilizing said adjusted threshold. 

25. The computer system of claim 18, wherein said selected forecast comprises the forecast 
representing an acceptable level of performance degradation associated with said electronic device. 

15 26. The computer system of claim 18, wherein said selected forecast comprises the most 
conservative forecast of said plurality of forecasts. 

27. The computer system of claim 19, wherein said threshold value comprises a capacity 
utilization threshold at which the performance of said electronic device is expected to degrade. 

20 

28. The computer system of claim 21, wherein said processing unit is for: 
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determining a device type associated with said electronic device being analyzed; and 

adjusting the statistical analysis being applied to said electronic device based upon said 
device type. 
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